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Making Short Speeches


This four-hour workshop will get us started and will prepare us for the rest of the seminar!  


We will begin by introducing ourselves and getting to know each other a little.  Then I will give a short lecture on why English, the easiest language in the world, is sometimes so hard to learn!

I will discuss:

How and why English is different from Russian;

What mistakes we make when we learn English;

What can be done to avoid these problems.

I will:

· Teach you a few tricks of how the English-speaking person’s mind works;

· Tell you about basic thought-organizing tools;

- Freewriting (writing non-stop whatever comes to your mind);

- Brainstorming (getting together in groups to discuss your freewriting);

- Clustering (creating a colorful application of your ideas);

- Outlining (setting up a basic plan for your short speech);

- Writing a good paragraph (developing a five-sentence paragraph with an     introduction, a body, and a closing).

In the practice part of the workshop we will create an introduction speech to introduce ourselves again in a novel way.  Then I will ask you to pair with a new friend and ask them questions on their presentation, and in the end I will ask you to introduce your new friend.


Making Effective Presentations 
in English

We will begin with a short lecture that will discuss several key areas of making a good presentation in English, and several rules of thumb that we will later use to build our own speeches.

We will:

· Define a topic for your presentation; 

· Set your goals;

· Study your audience and predict their reaction;

· Set the structure of the presentation;

· Create an effective beginning;

· Make a cluster plan and an outline of the body of your speech;

· Create an effective conclusion;

· Create a visual for your presentation;

· Practice posture and voice;

· Anticipate questions and get ready to answer them;


And, finally,

· Make our own five-minute presentation in good English!

